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Resolution on AMRResolution on AMR

World Health Assembly May 2014 ... To develop a 
draft global action plan to combat AMR ... to ensure 
that all countries ... have the capacity to combat 
AMR.

– Takes into account existing action plans and 
all available evidence and best practice

– To apply a multisectoral approach by 
consulting.....

Submit to 2015 Health Assembly through 
the Executive Board January 2015

– November 2014
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Consultation on draft global action planConsultation on draft global action plan
• Strengthen tripartite collaboration (FAO, OIE, WHO)

– Worked together on development of global action plan
• Shared actions for the collaboration

• Web based call for contributions July-August 2014

• 16 October consultation with Member States

• WHO Advisory Group (STAG)
– April, October 2014

• Member State consultations
– Human, animal, agriculture (The Hague, June 2014)
– Optimizing use of medicines (Oslo, November 2014)
– Global surveillance (Stockholm, December 2014)
– Research needs (Brasilia, March 2015)
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WHO Executive Board January 2015WHO Executive Board January 2015

• Strong support to take plan to World Health Assembly
• 39 country statements, plus 5 NGOs

• Some requests for modification
• WHO FAO OIE tripartite meeting 10 Feb 2015
• Meeting with Geneva Permanent Missions 20 Feb 2015
• WHO Advisory Group meeting 24-25 Feb 2015
• Resubmitted to Health Assembly March 2015

WHA web site at http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha68.html It is listed as document 
A68/20. Available in 6 languages. Supplementary material is available on our AM
R webpages at http://www.who.int/drugresistance/global_action_plan/en/
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Conclusions on action plan draftConclusions on action plan draft

Action plan substantially as submitted to EB
– In line with majority of interventions

Improvements to clarify:
– Importance of financial and technical support for developing 

countries in implementation of national plans
– Greater emphasis on importance of access to health services 

and products
– Alignment with existing intergovernmental guidance on animal 

health and agriculture (WHO/FAO Codex, OIE)
– Importance of a one-health approach
– Some specific points for clarification/correction
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Expectations at WHA 68Expectations at WHA 68

Discussion on action plan

Member State resolution
– Basis for adoption of global action plan

Side event
– Thailand on behalf of 12 countries
– Use of medicines
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Draft global action plan based on…Draft global action plan based on…

5 Guiding principles
– Whole of society engagement & one health
– Prevention first
– Access to health services and products
– Sustainability
– Incremental targets for implementation 
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Five strategic objectives:Five strategic objectives:

Improve awareness and understanding 

Strengthen the knowledge and evidence base

Reduce the incidence of infection

Optimize the use of antimicrobial medicines

Develop the economic case for sustainable 
investment

Commitments to report progress
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Communication, Awareness, TrainingCommunication, Awareness, Training

�Public communication programmes
�Professional education, training, certification
�Schools curricula
�Public information and media

�Role for all stakeholders in promoting public 
understanding of infection prevention and use of 
antimicrobial medicines
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Strengthen the knowledge and evidence baseStrengthen the knowledge and evidence base

�Capacity to collect, analyse and report data
� Global surveillance based on national capacity

�Integration of data between human and animal sectors

�Develop global public health research agenda
� Implement (research funders to support)

�Repository of information
� Global health R&D observatory
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Reduce the incidence of infectionReduce the incidence of infection

�Hygiene, infection prevention and control
� Healthcare settings (hospitals)

�Sanitation, water and food safety
�Control of STI, vector borne diseases

� HIV, gonorrhoea, malaria
�Role of vaccines and immunization

� Expand use of existing vaccines (e.g. pneumococcal)
� Reduce prevalence of infection inappropriately treated with 

antibiotics (e.g. influenza, rotavirus)
� New priority vaccines to prevent difficult-to-treat or untreatable 

infections
�Animal husbandry 

� High density livestock (terrestrial and aquatic)
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Optimize useOptimize use

�Regulatory mechanisms for new antibiotics

�Effective low-cost tools for diagnosis and susceptibility 
testing

�Access to medicines accompanied by measures to 
protect continued efficacy

�Code of practice
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Sustainable investmentSustainable investment

�Economic case for investment

�Realizing the global investment needs
� Developing countries

�Coordinating initiatives aimed at renewing investment in 
new antibiotics, diagnostics & other tools
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Implementing, monitoring and evaluationImplementing, monitoring and evaluation

�Countries should develop and implement national action 
plans

� Within 2 years
� In line with global action plan BUT

� recognizing national priorities, circumstances

� “building blocks”

�WHO will develop a framework for monitoring and 
evaluation

� WHO to report every 2 years

�Others to develop own action plans and report within 
normal reporting cycle
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Overall Key Findings Overall Key Findings 

The survey was completed by 

133 countries in 2013-2014.

Few countries 
(34 out of 133) have a 
comprehensive national plan to 
fight resistance to antibiotics 
and other antimicrobial medicines. 

Monitoring is key for controlling 
antibiotic resistance, but it is 
infrequent. In many countries, poor 
laboratory capacity, infrastructure 
and data management are 
preventing effective surveillance, 
which can reveal patterns of 
resistance and identify trends and 
outbreaks.
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Overall Key Findings Overall Key Findings 

Sales of antibiotics and other 
antimicrobial medicines without 
prescription remain widespread, 
with many countries lacking 
standard treatment guidelines, 
increasing the potential for overuse 
of antimicrobial medicines by the 
public and medical professionals. Public awareness of the issue is 

low in all regions, with many people 
still believing that antibiotics are     
effective against viral infections.

Lack of programmes to prevent and 
control hospital-acquired infections 
remains a major problem.
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Thank youThank you


